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Writing for Science Magazine

Science is a global enterprise, and Science magazine aims to reflect this by publishing the best research papers
from multiple countries. The number of papers submitted to Science by Japanaese authors is almost 1000 each
year, and Japan has consistently ranked among the top five or six countries in terms of numbers of papers
published in Science over the past decade. We at Science are keen to see Japan maintain its position among the
top countries submitting outstanding papers to the journal. In the following paragraphs I summarise some of
the key features of the editorial system at Science, aiming to show that the process of writing and submitting
papers to Science magazine is actually more straightforward than it may seem.

When a paper is submitted to Science (see http://www.sciencemag.org/site/feature/contribinfo/index.xhtml
for details of the submission process) it is first assigned to one of 28 staff editors, each of whom is a specialist
in a particular discipline. The review process then has two stages. First, the staff editor assigns submissions to
one or more of the external, global Board of Reviewing Editors for rapid evaluation. The Board members are
active, senior scientists (see http://www.sciencemag.org/site/about/editorial_board.xhtml for a list) who
evaluate up to six Science submissions per week, and rate them for potential novelty and likely interest, as well
as plausibility and competence. The Board members advise, but do not decide.

75% of papers are then rejected by the staff editor on the basis of the Board’s advice, and the author usually
receives this decision within about a week of submission.

Reasons for rejection at the first stage are various. It is certainly not the case that all of the rejected papers are
poor in quality. In most cases, the research is solid and well-presented, but may be of interest to only a limited
number of specialists within a broad discipline, or may lack the conceptual novelty that is likely to catalyse
significant new research directions. While there is a basic checklist of criteria, there is no hard threshold above
which a paper automatically passes the first stage. The question the editors are trying to answer at this stage is:
‘if correct, would this be a Science paper, or would it be better in the specialist literature?” The answer inevitably
carries an element of subjectivity, but the combination of Board of Reviewing Editors and staff editors (all of
whom have had research careers before joining the Science team) tends to act as a reliable filter.

The 25% of papers that are judged to have the promise of conceptual novelty, broad interest and the potential for a
substantial impact on their field, are sent for the second stage: in-depth peer review. At this stage the editors are
looking for evidence of all of the usual elements that make a technically excellent paper, as well as a further
assessment of likely value and lasting impact. Most of these papers are also rejected at the end of the in-depth
peer review process, usually because significant flaws or limitations are detected. Even if the flaws can be fixed, a
paper may still be rejected if the level of referee enthusiasm and/or the overall quality is lower than for other
papers being considered at the same time. The duration of the second stage varies around a mean of three weeks.

No decision on rejection or acceptance is taken at Science without consultation with at least one other staff
editor, and thus the specialist staff editor will always have input even if not personally handling the manuscript.
Thus, not only are consistent standards established across the editorial team, but also the authors can be
reassured that the decision on their paper was not made in isolation. Short biographical details of the editors
are at http://www.sciencemag.org/site/about/meet_editors.xhtml. When submitting papers to Science via the
submission website, authors are able to nominate the editor who is most appropriate to handle their paper;
these requests are honoured as far as possible.

Is it worth submitting your paper to Science? The answer is certainly yes, if you think that it is one of the best
pieces of research you have done, and if that opinion is shared by a broad cross-section of your colleagues.
Readers who wish to find out more about the process are welcome to contact the editors - but please check our
website first: a good place to start is http://www.sciencemag.org/site/feature/contribinfo/faq/.

Andrew Sugden

International Managing Editor
Science
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Multicompartment Mesoporous Silica Nanoparticles with Branched Shapes: An Epitaxial Growth Mechanism
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Hierarchical Porous Polymer Scaffolds from Block Copolymers

faram ) /A
Postdoctoral Fellow, Department of Materials Science and Engineering, Cornell University 'fZE# 7‘_1:H:{3§

Japanese Scientists in Science



472685 BNl PAVIAC 3TNV (Il KIDFSTIE BER Y/
REPORT B3 < SCH L I8 ) A G D A AT 7 oo 32

Early Ceremonial Constructions at Ceibal, Guatemala, and the Origins of Lowland Maya Civilization

o
Professor, School of Anthropology, University of Arizona 5%19& ﬁi

W U SCHE RN D ~ MR DAL A A DA ~ 33

PUsF Kk AErE wE Al E

P bR IR AR A RO 7 2 AMS X BB X0 X BT R R E e 34

REPORT
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Fasting Launches CRTC to Facilitate Long-Term Memory Formation in Drosophila
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Circadian Control of Chloroplast Transcription by a Nuclear-Encoded Timing Signal
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An Epitaxial Growth Mechanism
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Hierarchical Porous Polymer Scaffolds from Block Copolymers
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Abnormal Grain Growth Induced by Cyclic Heat Treatment
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Mice Genetically Deficient in Vasopressin V1a and V1b Receptors Are Resistant to
Jet Lag
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One-Dimensional Electrical Contact to a Two-Dimensional Material
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Stem Cell Lawsuit Finally Over.
Russian Team Retrieves First
Sample from Lake Vostok. Surprise
Choices Mark New Leadership on
U.S. House Science Panel. India

Unveils Ambitious Science Policy.

Now, more than ever, developments in the lab are directly connected to decisions made in
the halls of government.

Sciencelnsider, the policy blog from the journal Science, is your source for news from the
intersection of science and policy. From budget debates in the United States Congress, to
climate change agreements at the United Nations, Sciencelnsider covers the issues that
have an impact on your work, your field, and your world.

Keep up to date and keep informed. Go inside the issues at www.Sciencelnsider.org

. Sciencelnsider Science

Breaking news and analysis from the world of science policy
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Tell me and | forget. Teach me and | remember. Involve me and | learn. --Benjamin Frankiin

Featuring over 6 research papers at any given time, Science in the Classroom is specifically designed
to help young researchers understand the structure and workings of professional scientific research.

Learn for yourself how Science in the Classroom can help your students deepen

their understanding of scientific research. Visit scienceintheclassroom.org today. %‘ AAAS

ADVANCING SCIENCE, SERVING SOCIETY
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