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Message from Science

In the past 15 years the content of Science magazine has become much more international than before, partly because
science itself has become much more globalised. International collaborations between scientists are much more
common than they used to be, and many of the papers submitted to Science have authors from multiple countries.
This is a welcome trend that we are keen to encourage. Nevertheless, the process of writing and submitting papers to
Science magazine can seem very daunting, and the criteria for selection of papers mysterious. However, the
procedure is actually more straightforward than it may seem.

When a paper is submitted to Science (see http://www.submit2science.org/ws/menu.asp for details of the
submission process) it is first assigned to one of 28 staff editors, each of whom is a specialist in a particular area of
science. The review process then has two stages. First, the staff editor assigns submissions to one or more of the
external, global Board of Reviewing Editors for a rapid evaluation. The Board members are active, senior scientists
(see http://www.sciencemag.org/about/editorial_board.dtl for a list) who evaluate up to 6 Science submissions per
week, and rate them for potential novelty and likely interest, as well as plausibility and competence. 70-75% of papers
are then rejected by the staff editor on the basis of this advice, the author usually being informed within about a week
of submission. The Board members advise, but do not decide.

Reasons for rejection at the first stage are various, and it is certainly not the case that all of the rejected papers are
poor in quality. In most cases, the research is solid and well-presented, but may be of interest to only a relatively
limited number of specialists within a broad discipline, or may lack the edge of conceptual novelty that is likely to
catalyse significant new directions of thinking. While there is a basic checKklist of criteria, there is no hard threshold
above which a paper automatically passes the first stage. The question we are trying to answer at this stage is: ‘if
correct, would this be a Science paper, or would it be better in the specialist literature?’ The answer inevitably carries
an element of subjectivity, but the combination of Board of Reviewing editors and staff editors (all of the latter have
had research careers before joining the Science team) tends to act as a reliable filter.

The 25-30% of papers that are judged to have the promise of conceptual novelty, broad interest and the potential for a
substantial impact on their field, are sent for the second stage: in-depth peer review. At this stage the editors are
looking for evidence of all of the usual elements that make a technically excellent paper, as well as a further
assessment of likely value and lasting impact. A further two-thirds to three quarters of these papers are rejected at the
end of the in-depth peer review process, usually because significant flaws or limitations are detected. Even if the flaws
are fixable, a paper may still be rejected if the level of referee enthusiasm and/or the overall quality is lower than for
other papers currently under consideration. The duration of the second stage varies around a mean of three weeks.

No decision on rejection or acceptance is taken at Science without consultation with at least one other staff editor, and
thus the specialist editor will always have input even if not personally handling the manuscript. Thus, not only are
consistent standards established across the editorial team, but also the authors can be reassured that the decision on
their paper was not made in isolation. Short biographical details of the editors are at
http://www.sciencemag.org/about/staff.dtl#editorial-staff. When submitting papers to Science via the submission
website, authors are able to nominate the editor who is most appropriate to handle their paper; these requests are
honoured as far as possible.

Is it worth submitting your paper to Science? The answer is certainly
yes, if you think that it is one of the best pieces of research you have
done, and if that opinion is shared by a broad cross-section of your
colleagues. Readers who wish to find out more about the process are
welcome to contact the editors - but do check the relevant websites
first: good places to start are

http://www.aaas.org/publish.shtml, or prr,-;gﬁﬁte o
http://www.sciencemag.org/about/authors/faq/. Erenies

Principe de Asturias

Andrew Sugden

International Managing Editor

Science
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= Originally published in Science Express on 30 November 2006/ Science 26 January 2007: Vol. 315. no. 5811, pp. 503 - 506
RSkl Reports | pop1o.1126/science 1134454
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= Science 16 February 2007: Vol. 315. no. 5814, pp. 1003 - 1006
REMCLIEEl  Reports | nop10.1126/science. 1135999
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= Originally published in Science Express on 25 January 2007/ Science 9 March 2007: Vol. 315. no. 5817, pp. 1388 - 1391
RRMELRCH  Reports | popio.1126/science.1137430
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SRESLzkel  Reports | nopio1126/science. 1137848
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Molecular Basis of the Shish-Kebab Morphology in Polymer Crystallization
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Regolith Migration and Sorting on Asteroid Itokawa
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Hd3a Protein Is a Mobile Flowering Signal in Rice
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Myosin V Walks by Lever Action and Brownian Motion
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Regulation of CD8+ T Cell Development by Thymus-Specific Proteasomes
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Seismic Evidence for Deep-Water Transportation in the Mantle

“l% i’/‘] Hitoshi Kawakatsu

RRAY WERRR #uUR

#wE kE (B30
RRAY WML

depth (km)

RS o & AV o N s oo o O

0 400 km

1 RALBARTOWERAERE T O T 71 )b, 7
Bl P S TIOEENAICEZ B18FF (B2 D)
SIS L. Z 2 CHEBED EIELE = 5,

depth (km)
4
3
4

100 200 300 400km

distance
H2 : EEeA A —JVICERAH L EDMDERBED
H-ERD 5155 N3 7 > MVEEBANDKDENRIREE
k&), FRERME, HEShDE I D LARE,

Reference: H. Iwamori, Chem. Geol. 239, 182 (2007)
and A. Hasegawa, J. Nakajima, in Geophys. Monogr. 150
(American Geophysical Union, Washington, DC, 2004),
pp. 81-94.

HERTREEA~O RO DI

FEARHERNEE O KR DLAAE L, WEOTEIE, RUfFREE, THES %
WCHD TR LB RIZTL. TOBE) - 54 %W+ 5 2 L.
BERHERD 7 4 >3 7 A - #EfbD A7 & FTHFEFEA - KL
FCTHbL L, BUEOEKMIRE A ST IREERETH S, HA
FIE T D &9 BIkAARA L, WD S HERPFE~ O KA D A Y
[1EEZZHLNTWAED, FL— bDikAAAEIIZED X9 12KDS
HERNERICHL D A B NI S 2o T h o7z, Sl H
AHN BB & N7 % 7 R B Hinet D54E 5 O 7 — &
%%ﬁ?é:af\%&ﬂbﬁﬁiv—b%h%wﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁﬁi
N7 v PVHTHEEL (50~90kmDFES), E5IZZDK
#VVFWWQCMDLih\mﬁkbﬁﬁ7v—bmhﬁumo
TV PVRHNEIIN TV BT S 2% o720 T OFERIE,
KEDKDZ ORIRICZ 5T > FIVPIZHUY AT 5 1] Rl
BRI LTS, SHRBIIIMEOET sz &) 2E2Ednn,
XD EEHAOKEGREREEH S Ly HERY 27 2B Bk
AL 725 2 BT 5 PR TH %,

E-mail : hitosi@eri.u-tokyo.ac.jp
FR7EH : 113-0032 RRE L RXIRAE1-1-1

RRAE WEMER BERBAMRE L 42— XN —

WERREBOWEE - 41737 A& HE - EBRSRL & ORBIZEA A S5BES 1ICT
B2 EEHELIOFRICHBS M WEMEM THoEbH LWL 2—Th 5.
HCBUAIDZRE T % 2 RBE COMERI® v N7 — VERITIIHFREY - FT3
SOBICHY) FiorpEXEES ETOEOH - EREVERRIZTTO 4 & ERSIOME
F—LESL DHEBMEEHEL TV 5, BROHEAMEE N ERHE UERE
EPEMRF—LTHHB, FORT" 4HEEDSSLIBMEFE !

Japanese Scientists in Science

19



= Science 15 June 2007: Vol. 316. no. 5831, pp. 1615 - 1618
SRRl  Reports | pop10.4126/science 1135901

71V MEEVERER & L Toa- 78 b—

o-Klotho as a Regulator of Calcium Homeostasis
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Crystal Structures of Human MD-2 and Its Complex with Antiendotoxic Lipid IVa
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Reversible Control of Hydrogenation of a Single Molecule
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Remnants of the Early Solar System Water Enriched in Heavy Oxygen Isotopes
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Phone: (1)-202-326-6550 (USA)
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For news and
research
with
Impact,
turn to
Science

There’s only one source for news and research with the greatest impact— Science.

With over 700,000 weekly print readers, and millions more online, Science ranks
as one of the most highly read multidisciplinary journals in the world. And for
impact, Science can’t be beat. According to the recently released Thomson ISI
Journal Citation Report 2005, Science ranked as the No. 1 most-cited
multidisciplinary journal with a citation factor of 31. Founded in 1880 by inventor
Thomas Edison, and published by the nonprofit AAAS, Science’s reputation as
the leading source for news, research, and leading edge presentation of content
continues to grow. Looking for news and research that will impact the world
tomorrow? Then look in Science.

http://www.sciencemag.jp/

To join AAAS and receive your own personal copy of Science every week go to www.aaas.org/join

AYAAAS
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